
Women In Distress of Broward County

Shattering the myths of abuse and 
empowering survivors of domestic 
violence to reclaim their freedom

Annual Impact Report FY 2022/2023 



46,865  
A record number  

of bed nights

15,756  
Advocacy, counseling, 

and therapy hours

10,315  
Community  

members received 
Education & Prevention 

training

Percentage of  
police reports  
classified as high 
lethality increased 
from 30% to 66%

Over 240 children 
received free & safe 
childcare in the first  

6 months of the 
Children’s Enrichment 

Center being open
Survivors with children can access 
no cost, dependable childcare at the 
Children’s Enrichment Center (CEC) on 
our secure campus. The CEC serves 
as a protective resource for children 
whose parents need to go to a job 
interview, attend a court hearing, look 
for housing, or attend WID services on 
campus – essential steps in healing 
from the trauma of abuse and building 
self-sufficiency and long-term stability.

Total Served  
2,494

Our Mission  
is to stop domestic violence abuse 
for everyone through intervention, 

education, and advocacy. 

Letter from Board Chair & CEO
Women In Distress of Broward County

Domestic violence continues to cast a persistent shadow over our 
community. While the effects of the pandemic recede, the lasting impact 
on domestic violence endures. In the past year, we provided a record 
number of emergency shelter nights, and saw an alarming increase in 
cases where domestic violence was deemed to have a “high likelihood 
for lethality.” The service statistics within this Annual Report serve as a 
stark testament to the ever-growing need within our community. In 
these trying times, victims face even greater hurdles as they endeavor 
to secure their freedom and safety, while grappling with additional 
stressors such as rising housing costs and inflation.

As we approach our 50th year of service, we look back at our modest 
beginnings – a four-bedroom shelter in 1974. Today, we have developed 
into one of the largest domestic violence agencies in the nation, 
featuring a 136-bed shelter that welcomes all, including victims’ pets. Our 
commitment mirrors the inclusive spirit of our community, as we serve 
victims without regard to status, race, age, religion, or gender, challenging 
misconceptions about survivors and the gravity of domestic violence. At 
Women In Distress (WID), we stand steadfast, expanding our efforts to 
support all survivors and addressing their diverse needs. However, we 
cannot do this alone; it is the support and dedication of our community 
that makes our work possible.

Your unwavering support is the driving force behind our work. It 
enables us to provide year-round emergency shelter, respond to crisis 
hotline calls every two minutes, provide thousands of counseling sessions, 
protect survivors with restraining orders, and drive lasting change within 
our community. Our vision extends beyond crisis intervention; we envision 
a world where survivors not only escape crisis but also emerge stronger 
than ever, reclaiming their power.

At WID, our resolute spirit is guided by dedicated volunteer Boards of 
Directors and Trustees who ensure that WID is equipped to confront the 
challenges that lie ahead. In the face of an affordable housing crisis in 
South Florida, an economic climate that erodes market earnings, and 
the perpetual challenge of recruiting and retaining essential personnel 
to support victims of domestic violence, our determination remains 
unwavering.



Revenue $9,992,678 
Government Grants $6,186,937 
Gifts/Corporate/ Foundations $1,604,512 
Thrift Store/In-Kind $1,496,294 
Investment Earnings  $117,489 
Special Events $587,179
Other $267 

Expenses  $10,447,921 
Programs $9,000,816 
General Fundraising $816,434 
Management General $630,671 

You don’t know me but you  
saved my life.
After enduring years of abuse in every 
form imaginable, I reached a breaking 
point that almost cost me my life. It was 
at that desperate juncture that I found my 
way to Women In Distress.

The journey from victim to survivor is 
an arduous one, and I could not have 
made it without your support, and WID’s 
compassionate and dedicated team. The 
shelter provided me with a safe haven, 
shielding me from the physical and 
emotional torment I had endured for far 
too long. The counselors and support 
groups offered me a lifeline to begin 
the process of healing, and the legal 
advocacy team helped me to navigate 
the complex legal path towards justice 
and freedom.

The overwhelming support I received 
from Women In Distress not only helped 
me regain my physical and emotional 
strength but also gave me something 
more precious – the belief that I was 
worth saving and that I had the potential 
to rebuild my life.

Today, I stand as a survivor,  
not a victim.
Thank you from the bottom of my heart 
for being my beacon of hope during 
my darkest hours, and helping me see 
my authentic self, free from the lies my 
abuser once told me.

– Ann

87¢ of Every Dollar  
raised went back to programs  
and services to heal survivors. 

 
A key measure in our highest possible  

4-star Charity Navigator rating

While WID has expanded its services to assist survivors, the blight of 
domestic violence remains obstinately resistant. We are faced with a 
disheartening reality – the numbers of those affected by domestic violence 
show no sign of decreasing, even as the domestic violence awareness 
movement gains momentum. Despite the rising resources available for 
victims of domestic violence, the barriers to freedom persist, and in some 
cases, they become even more formidable. Despite these disheartening 
statistics, our optimism remains unwavering. WID steadfastly believes 
in a world free from domestic violence. Our commitment to ending 
the cycle of domestic violence abuse for everyone through education, 
intervention, and advocacy is stronger than ever, thanks to the support of 
our community.

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to all those who have invested in our 
mission, contributing to a year of unparalleled success. It is our honor to 
stand shoulder to shoulder with partners like you, ardent advocates for 
the needs of our community. Together, we exemplify the enduring power 
of resilience, as we strive to help every survivor reclaim their power and 
find freedom and safety.

Linda L. Parker, Ph.D.  
President and CEO

Sean Riley
Chair Board of Directors



Executive Committee | Sean Riley UBS Financial Services, Chair • Amanda Pires Wells Fargo Bank, Vice Chair • Angela Kelsey The Kelsey Group, 2nd Vice Chair • Drew Saito Locality Bank, Treasurer 
      Carla Lowry, Esq. Lowry at Law, Secretary • Billie Grieb Community Volunteer, Past Chair • Linda L. Parker, Ph.D. President & CEO

Board of Directors  | Marilyn Camerota Memorial Healthcare System • Michelle Claverol BBX Capital • Stephanie J. Coker Broward Sheriff’s Office • Linda Garrett Community Volunteer  
     Maria K. Guttuso JM&A Group • Paul Leikert Community Volunteer • Julissa Merette, BS, MAA Broward Health • Beatriz “BJ” Prillaman Community Volunteer • Marla Schaefer Sarabi Family Office  
     Phyllis Thomas The Thomas Family Foundation • Jill A. Wallace-Ross, D.O. Nova Southeastern University

Board of Trustees | Beatriz “BJ” Prillaman Community Volunteer, Chair • Dr. Richard Bernstein Broward College • Anne Chervony Risk Management Services, LLC • Joanne Gaines Centennial Bank  
     Kathleen Grace, CFP Fiduciary Family Office, LLC • Lois Herman Community Volunteer • Cynthia Imperato CGI Consultants • Emily Jaffe Rewards Network • Lindsay Malpika Posh Homes Team  
     Karen Sylvester JM Family Enterprises • Judith Thiel Philanthropist • Josette Van Putten Community Volunteer

Bank of America

Broward County

Colony West  
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The Community Foundation 
of Broward

Florida Department of 
Children and Families

Donnah’s Fund

The Frederick A. DeLuca 
Foundation, Inc. 

Fritch Foundation

Hal Herman Children’s Fund

Holman

Holy Cross

The Jim Moran Foundation

JM Family Enterprises

The Kelsey Group

Leo Goodwin Foundation

Memorial Healthcare System

Nova Southeastern 
University

Paul Palank Memorial   
Foundation

Publix Super Markets 
Charities

Sun Capital Partners 

The Tate Family Foundation 
Fund of the Community 
Foundation of Broward

The Thomas Family 
Foundation

The Topfer Family 
Foundation

UKG

Wells Fargo

In Honor
Abe & Archer Adler
   Alyson Adler
All DV Survivors
   Donna Mazzarella
Catalina Avalos
    Maria Soldani
Hanna Bonta / Jan Kirkland

CustomInk, LLC
Sara Burns

Frances Delinko
Billie Grieb

Ina M. Higgs
Sara Hanson

Carmel P. Hartnett
Hal Herman

Rachel Fu
Linda Logue
Jeffrey & Marisa Metcalf
Karen Miller
Karen E. Skidmore

Lois Herman
Cindy K. Bibliowicz
Sandra Driscoll
Gary Fioretti
Rachel Fu
Elizabeth Gravely
Janet F. Jones
Linda Logue
C. Gary Lopez
Jeffrey & Marisa Metcalf
Karen Miller
Robert P. O’Rork
Janet M. Perlwitz
Sheila Prager
Mary A. Riedel
Audrey Ring
Jeffrey Rosenthal
Mindy Schlosberg
Dawn C. Seay
Karen E. Skidmore
William Sowers
Lloyd Weinberger
Network for Good
The Bimbets

Humanity
Ivanna Nobile

Bridget King
Treeline Bamboo Partners

Brody Levin
Michael Aptman

Dorothy Locke
Lewis C. Panozzo

Lindsey Malpica
Frances Delinko

Mary Riedel
Monica D. Wesolowski

Tracy & Andrew Robinson
Richard Maser

Violet Taylor
Emily Daniels

Kathy Zanoff
Michele B. Davis

Ellen Zuskin
Cheryl Kelberg  

In Memory
Joan Bakst

Harold Herman
Margaret Joan Barber

Tye E. Barber
Adriana Bastos

Kent Joris
Juliette Beer

Sean Dugan
Beverly Brean

Elizabeth Weatherstone
Myrna Buckler

Martha Filipic
Christine Jones-Leavy
Linda Kovalesky-McLaine
Jane Sheinfeld
Colby Srsic
Salvator Woyciesjes

Connie
Laurie Riley 

Joanne Delizza
Warren Gough
Lauren D. Johnson

Sara Jane Drescher
Michael Aptman
Beth Aronson
David S. Bamberger
Pamela J. Barlow
Bryna F. Bell
Roger Bennett
Cindy K. Bibliowicz
Sondra S. Burman
Alice Clements
Harvey P. Cohen
Tatumn Coraccio
Larry Denerstein
Susan Evans
Barbara Falk
Barbara Feinberg
Julie R. Fields
Gig Gersh
Christine Goldman
Sasha Goldsmith
Josephine Gon
Alan Greenberg

Linda Halperin
Lorraine Hazan
Frederick S. Herold
Ken Hoder
Melvyn Hodis
Betsy B. Hurwitz
Holly Inabinet
Staci L. Jacobs
Lisa Jaffe
Susan Kanter
Lynn Korn
Judy Laurens
Judith Layton
Norman Lefkowitz
Monica Lemelman
Helen Lessner
Karen Levin
Jill Lewis
Karyn Likerman
Kenneth Madoff
Abby Maslow
Christine McKenney
Tamar Meirson
Jeffrey & Marisa Metcalf
Ken Oliver
Robert P. O’Rork
Michael Palumbo
Joel Patterson
Dennis H. Paul
Jerry Petasnick
Beth Hodis Pollack
Joyce C. Portnoy
Leon J. Ravvin
Ursula Reiner
Mary A. Riedel
Beverly M. Roberts
Joan Rosa
Barbara Schlossman
Joy Schnabolk
Virginia Schroder
Jacqueline Schuster
Susie Schwartzfarb
Barbara A. Sheer
Judy F. Smith
Frances Swirsky
Lisa Toussaint
Norman Tunkel
Charlene H. Walner
Jerome Wilson
Barbara Wittner
Julie Yohay
California Community 
Foundation
Your Travel Experience, Inc.
The Weinstein Mitzvah 
Foundation, Inc.

Casey Dutro
Susan Kopp

Dorothy Firlit
Tanya M. Firlit

Dolly Flebotte
Laurence Stern

George Gillman
Tamika Williams-Gillham

Carl & Cynthia Goldman
Fanafi Family Fund

Consuelo Holt
Nori Carter

Leah Jacobs
Barbara Gross
Janet Gross
Joyce Lichtenstein
Elaine Wisler

Julianna
Denise Moceri 

Marcia Kosofsky
Steven Kosofsky

Robert R. Krilich, Sr.
Donna Krilich

Patti Liebowitz
Suzanne Klimek
Pamela Palumbo

Candyce Logan Pond
Ryan O’Donnell

Kim Marjenhoff
Patricia Kinne
Nicole McEwen
Greg McGowan
Rosemarie Moschella
Jim Unruh

Kellie Matus
Lillian Haywood

Carol Mertivier
Edith Hoppe

Joan Omana
Maureen Atkins
Robert Burns
Jennifer Ilowiecki
Jennifer Kim
Brad McCoy
Carlos Ortega

Maggie Pearl
IMPACT Outdoor Advertising

Kathryn Sheehy-Anderson
Pam Lanzi

Mother Sinclair
Maria A. Rivadeneira

Don Thiel
Maria Cornelius

Donnah Winger & Sara 
Jane Drescher

Manuel Garmizo

In Honor and In Memory Gifts

Women In Distress of Broward County
24-Hour Crisis Line 954.761.1133 • widbroward.org
TTY/TDD 711 • Office: 954.760.9800 • Fax: 954.832.9487 • P.O. Box 50187, Lighthouse Point, FL 33074

Our Impact Partners

Our community is a source of strength and 
safety for survivors. Support from our community 
leaders and Impact Partners is critical to keeping 

families safe from domestic violence.

Please remember WID in your will and estate planning. F O U R  S TA R  C H A R I T Y


